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Courthouse Exterior Walls

• Exterior walls of the courthouse are precast concrete panels

• The concrete panels are also structural in nature that contribute to the building overall structural strength

• The panels have metal clips embedded in the backside concrete for adherence to the building

• Backside clips are welded to the structural steel framing of the building

• There are horizontal and vertical joints between panels that run all around the building and from ground level to the roof

• The joints between concrete panels and around windows and doors are sealed using backer rod and joint sealant

• The existing joint sealing has held up well [building is approximately (22) years old] but showing visible signs of deterioration

• The existing building could also use a good cleaning



Existing Joint Sealant



Existing Joint Sealant



Existing Building Needs Cleaning



Existing Building Needs Cleaning



Modern Day Masonry Joint Backer Rod and Joint Sealant



Contractor Cost Estimates for Sealing Joints (anticipated start date = 2/1/2022 if approved)



Contractor Cost Estimates for Pressure Washing



Building Wall Precast Panel Removal – Phase 1 - April 2020 



Wall Sheathing Had to be Installed for the New 15,000 SF Addition – April 2020



Summary

• The courthouse building is almost twenty-two years old now

• This is the only county building constructed with precast panels and this number of sealed joints

• The existing joint sealants have held up well but are deteriorating and will continue to degrade

• Lack of wall sheathing on the building makes it critical to keep all joints, windows, doors, etc., sealed 

against water intrusion behind the exterior panels

• The existing sealant should be removed, and new backer rod and silicone joint sealant installed in all 

exterior joints on the building to provide maximum protection and restore sealed joint longevity

• This work will be labor intensive and will require elevated lifts for a three-story building

• Most efficient course of action now is formal change order with current building contractor

• If not done as part of the building addition & renovation project, then must be budgeted for as a 

building deferred maintenance item in Operation Services budget as a future maintenance item



Questions??


